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Students 
serve their 
community

 ELL classes 
expand

Local student 
named 2009 

Daffodil Queen 6-73 5

Fruitland parent is key to students’ success 

continued on page 4

Volunteer of the Year Tracey Maratas helps Fruitland Elementary fourth 
grader Railey Holst with a class assignment.

continued on page 4

Intel engineer gives students 
real-life technology lessons

District recognizes 
school volunteers
Each year the Puyallup School District 
recognizes an elementary and a sec-
ondary school volunteer, as well as a 
volunteer coordinator, for outstanding 
contributions to children.

The honorees are chosen from nomina-
tions submitted by school employees, 
students, parents, and other community 
members.

This year’s recipients, who are among 
more than 5,000 volunteers districtwide, 
are:
• Tracey Maratas, Volunteer of the 

Year, Fruitland Elementary School.
• Jim Woodward, Volunteer of the 

Year, Stahl Junior High School.
• Trish Capocy, Volunteer Coordinator 

of the Year, Edgerton Elementary 
School (see article on page 5).

The Puyallup School Board honored 
each of the winners during a special 
recognition at the April 9 board meeting. 
Each of the honorees received a bouquet 
of fl owers and an engraved Award of 
Recognition plaque. 

The principal from each school where 
the volunteers serve also received a 
plaque bearing the name of this year’s 
Volunteer of the Year or Volunteer 
Coordinator of the Year.

When a student needs help with reading, 
she is there. When an extra pair of hands 
is needed to run the bean bag toss at the 
school carnival, she is there. And when a 
child is having a bad day and needs some 
reassuring words or a tissue, she is there.

Tracey Maratas is also willing to do even 
the most menial of tasks, be it copying 
classroom worksheets, removing items 
from a bulletin board, cleaning the hermit 
crab tank, or wiping up paint spills after 
an art project.

Quite simply, teachers say that Maratas 
goes where she sees a need and fi lls it, 
usually without being asked, and always 
with a smile on her face.

Her efforts in helping children to suc-
ceed and supporting the staff at Fruitland 
Elementary School have earned her this 
year’s Volunteer of the Year award at the 
elementary school level.

During a volunteer recognition at last 
month’s school board meeting, Principal 
Laurie Orheim said, “In her heart she has 
a passion, and her passion is to be in the 
classroom. What an honor it is to work 
with someone so passionate about caring 
for children, helping teachers, and being 
part of the school environment.”

A volunteer for the past fi ve years, 
Maratas is offi cially signed up this year 
to help once a week for three hours in 
her son’s second-grade class and another 
three hours in her daughter’s fourth-grade 
classroom.

Those six scheduled volunteer hours usu-
ally end up being closer to 20 by the end 
of the week, as Maratas checks in daily 
with staff to see if there is any work to be 
done.

She works with students on their reading 
and gives them high-fi ves when they pass 
a comprehension test on their completed 
books. She helps prepare for PTA-
sponsored activities such as fi eld days, 
coordinates teacher appreciation week for 
her children’s teachers, helps comb hair or 

adjust necklaces during school pictures, 
takes photographs of school events for the 
yearbook and students’ memory books, 
and provides snacks and healthy breakfast 
snacks during WASL testing week.

As the “room mother” in both of her chil-
dren’s classes this year, she coordinates 
parent volunteer schedules. Often, she will 
call all the parents in her children’s classes 
to help them plan their volunteer hours or 

To Jim Woodward, seeing is believing. 

As one of the design engineers at Intel, 
Woodward uses the skills and knowledge 
he gains in the workplace to give Puyallup 
School District students a fi rsthand look at 
the world of computer technology. 

It’s not uncommon, for example, to see 
him walk into the schools where he 
volunteers carrying an armful of old hard 
drives, keyboards, or other computer 
parts.

Woodward encourages students to take 
apart and explore the inner workings of 
computers and to ask tough questions 
about why they work the way they do.

Whether he is helping elementary students 

in the school computer lab or presenting a 
technology lesson to junior high students, 
teachers say Woodward teaches complex 
information in a way that makes it easy 
for students of all skill levels to under-
stand.

Above all, they say, he makes learning 
fun. 

Woodward’s commitment to education 
was rewarded last month when the school 
board recognized him as this year’s Puyal-
lup School District Volunteer of the Year 
for grades seven through 12.

For the past fi ve years, the full-time engi-
neer has set aside two hours each week to 

Volunteer of the Year Jim Woodward, a design engineer at Intel, 
shows Emerald Ridge High School sophomore Brian Valley how to 
test computer parts. Valley visited the Intel plant in Dupont to learn 
more about the computer electronics industry.
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Board Member’s Message
Partnerships prepare students for the future

times of great fi nancial changes in the 
nation’s and state’s economy. We must 
not allow our educational programs to 
deteriorate to the extent that once the 
economy is revived, they are too far 
gone to be reinstated. Please join me 
in hoping and planning for better times 
ahead. We must be well-positioned as 
a school district for the next upsurge in 
the economy.

Lastly, our many partnerships within 
the community have made a signifi cant 
difference in the lives of our students. 
Our civic organizations’ foundation 
scholarship programs, student job 
shadowing opportunities, student in-
ternships within the business commu-
nity, Career and Technical Education 
Advisory Committees, and workplace 
skill development and training op-
portunities have truly contributed to 
the success of the Puyallup School 
District.

Thank you to all of the volunteers 
who give more of themselves and 
seek nothing in return but the happi-
ness and gratitude of being a positive, 
contributing member of our great 
community.

This issue of Connections is dedicated, in 
part, to the Puyallup School District’s vol-
unteers, families, and partnerships within 
our great and caring community. The dis-
trict’s 5,000-member volunteer program 
is energized by passionately committed 
individuals who freely give their time, 
talent, and energy to support district pro-
grams, staff, and, more importantly, serve 
as classroom mentors to our students. The 
positive, nurturing relationships that result 
in these acts of goodness between children 
and adults last a lifetime. Whether it is as 
a volunteer judging a Culminating Project 
during senior boards or serving as a fi eld 
trip chaperone, math or reading tutor, 
athletic coach, or elementary playground 
volunteer supervisor, the opportunities to 
work with our children are endless and 
very much appreciated.

Our strongest families are facing new, 
unprecedented fi nancial challenges, 
hoping for a positive turnaround as soon 
as possible. To that end, the district is 
proposing to maintain rather than elimi-
nate several student programs in the draft 
budget for the 2009-10 school year. The 
school district’s draft budget emphasizes 
cost reductions; however, at the same 
time, it provides for greater participation 

in elementary band and orchestra rather 
than the elimination of the highly suc-
cessful instrumental music program as in 
many other districts in the state. Also, in 
an effort to support families, the district 
is looking for ways to keep athletic fees 
lower than surrounding districts. Our 
Highly Capable and elementary band and 
orchestra programs will continue to offer 
expanded opportunities for students. We 
are maintaining a close and watchful cost-
conscious eye on sustainability over the 
long term rather than eliminating pro-
grams altogether as a short-term solution 
to our budget balancing problems due to a 
state funding shortfall.

As a district, we recognize that we must 
be creative and support one another in 

Volunteers’ acts of goodness last a lifetime

In the Puyallup School District we have a 
great legacy of volunteerism. As a school 
district, we work hard every day to make 
our schools a place where every child 
learns and succeeds. We are committed 
to preparing our students to be successful 
after they leave the walls of our school 
buildings, equipped with experiences, 
knowledge, and life skills to pursue 
dreams and ambitions. And we do it with 
the enormous amount of help we receive 
from all of our volunteers and partners in 
and out of the classroom.

In our 33 schools, more than 21,000 stu-
dents are educated every day. Our certifi -
cated teaching staff relies on the dedication 
and commitment of our volunteers in their 
classrooms to help the success of each and 
every one of those students. Volunteer op-
portunities are abundant in all of our schools 
in a variety of ways. Athletic events and 
contests, musical programs, and math and 
science fairs are just a few of the classroom-
connected events that I see our parents, 
seniors, and community members actively 
engaged in. Every day, hundreds of exciting 
opportunities for Puyallup students take 

place because the members of our com-
munity care enough to get involved. School 
volunteers are people just like you — com-
munity members, parents, grandparents, stu-
dents, business people, and seniors — who 
have discovered that spending time and 
sharing talents with students is an energizing 
and worthwhile experience.

Recently, my husband and I enjoyed a 
typical Sunday dinner with our three 
boys and their families and reminisced 
about their school days in the Puyallup 
School District. Inevitably, the conversa-
tion included the “remember whens” of 
PTA activities, elementary school plays, 
band concerts, science class experiments, 
school dances and proms, and the many 
sports functions, just to name a few. Each 
of my boys cited a parent, teacher, or 
volunteer who made a difference in their 
educational career and had some impact 
on their lives today. We laughed as they 
told their stories and recounted their 
varied experiences! Unknowingly, these 
individuals helped shape my boys into the 
wonderful young men they are today.
I do believe that being involved in my 
children’s education helped encourage and 
promote effective communication between 
the school, my children’s teachers, and 
myself. I was also able to build a stronger 
relationship with my boys as they knew 
I was actively involved in my role as a 
parent in their lives at school. Research 
shows that students from families that are 
actively involved in their children’s edu-
cation achieve higher test scores, have a 

higher attendance rate, and are more likely 
to graduate from high school.

The partnerships within our district 
extend into the greater community. Good 
Samaritan Hospital sponsors the Good 
Samaritan Readers, a tutoring program in 
our elementary schools to help children 
read on grade level by fourth grade. Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup provides 
ongoing support and volunteer opportuni-
ties at many levels. Kiwanis and Rotary 
clubs sponsor service programs in our 
schools, as do many other civic groups. 
The number of businesses partnering in 
our schools also continues to grow. As we 
well know, volunteers can make an impor-
tant difference to our children. Reading a 
story to children, listening to a child read, 
helping a child with math facts, sharing a 
career with young people, helping in the 
library, and inviting seniors and neighbors 
to be a part of learning at school are all 
ways in which positive support will help 
children in their educational journey. Our 
students also learn the importance of giv-
ing back to the community through these 
role mentors.  

As a board member and, more importantly 
as a parent, thank you for being a partner 
in the Puyallup School District’s mis-
sion of helping each student meet their 
academic, creative, and physical potential. 
You are a vital part of our educational 
world as we help our students learn and 
grow to be happy, independent, and pro-
ductive citizens in society.

Volunteers help students 
plant trees for Earth Day

Sunrise Elementary School fi rst graders 
(from left) Johnny Cruz and Corey Volden 
plant saplings at Bradley Lake Park with 
help from parent volunteer Monica Cruz. 

Parent volunteers helped nearly 70 Sunrise Elementary 
students plant dozens of young trees donated by Wey-
erhaeuser Company at Bradley Lake Park. Teachers 
related the hands-on science lesson to national events, 
including Earth Day in April. “Our main goal was to 
connect them to the community and let the students 
know that they are a part of that larger community,” 
said teacher Julie Murphy.

Kathleen Saxon leads a beginning Adult English Language Learner 
(ELL) class at Spinning Elementary School. ELL adult classes were 
expanded this year to accommodate growing enrollment.
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Puyallup High School Principal Jason Smith writes a message on the 
wall of the school’s new classroom addition.

Puyallup High staff leave their mark on new school building
Earlier this year, dozens of Puyallup High 
teachers and other staff members literally 
left their mark on the school’s new class-
room expansion.

More than 60 signed up to leave their 
names and brief messages on a wall at 
the new building under construction on 
Pioneer Avenue. Each person paid $5 to 
sign the wall, with money going toward 
the school’s staff scholarship fund.

Language arts teacher Elizabeth Heckman 
helped get the idea off the ground after 
receiving a suggestion from fellow teacher 
Michelle Heeb.

“She had heard about wall signings else-
where and thought it might make a good 
idea for Puyallup High School,” Heckman 
said.

After approaching Principal Jason Smith, 
Heckman began working with Commer-
cial Structures, the company in charge of 
constructing the new building, to set up a 
location for the event.

The 21,000-square-foot classroom expan-
sion is being paid for by the voter-ap-
proved 2004 school bond. When it opens 
this September, it will be the new home of 
the school’s automotive technology, culi-
nary arts, digital photography, and video 
production programs.

Since the project is still under construc-
tion, Heckman said she and the construc-
tion company arranged for a day when 

groups of teachers could enter the work 
site to sign the wall.

The school selected a brick wall in the 
future home of the digital photography 
classroom. On the day of the event, teach-
ers and staff members donned hard hats 
and visited the work site after school.

“It got the staff involved in a unique and 
fun way,” Heckman said.

Using black permanent markers, partici-
pants signed their names and left mes-
sages for future students. 

“Several of our teachers went to Puyallup 
High School as students, so many of them 
wrote down their class years,” Heckman 
added.

Smith, who took part in the wall signing 
event, wrote that he is “honored to be a 
Viking.”

“I think it’s exciting to be part of some-
thing like this and add your name to the 
history of the school,” he said.

Judy Dogeagle, who teaches special 
education, signed her name and listed the 

three generations of her family that were 
Puyallup Vikings.

Because the signatures will be cov-
ered by drywall in the fi nished build-
ing, photography teacher Jon Tylczak 
photographed the messages once all staff 
had fi nished leaving their mark. Heck-
man said plans are to create a collage to 
display at the high school to showcase 
the messages.

The wall signing event raised about $300 
toward the school’s staff scholarship fund, 
which provides fi nancial aid each year to 
high school seniors.

“We try to award three or four students 
per year,” Heckman said, adding each 
student typically receives between $800 
and $1,000.

In addition to the wall signing, the school 
regularly conducts fund-raisers throughout 
the year, including a staff silent auction 
and a donation raffl e. 

While the staff scholarship fund won’t pay 
for entire tuitions, it can give students an 
extra boost in paying for college, Heck-
man said.

“It’s especially important during a time 
of fi nancial crisis, when a lot of parents 
are having a hard time paying for even 
basic needs in education,” she said. “I 
think it’s good if we as teachers can set 
an example about how important educa-
tion is.”

Long after students have been dismissed, 
the learning continues at Spinning 
Elementary. On Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, Kathleen Saxon leads a group 
of parents and community members as 
they take on the challenge of learning 
the English language.

Saxon, a secretary at Rogers High 
School, spends these evenings teaching 
the fi rst-year Adult English Language 
Learners (ELL) class. At about the same 
time, Carson Elementary teacher Janet 
Tran leads a more advanced class at the 
Puyallup Library. Students are invited to 
join the program at any point throughout 
the school year.

“Our goal is to create a welcoming 
environment, a sense of belonging, and a 
place to build friendships,” Tran said.

The Adult ELL program’s popularity 
has grown to the point that more classes 
were added this year, with sessions held 
four days each week. 

As in previous years, classes are held 
on Mondays and Wednesdays at Car-
son Elementary and on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Puyallup Library. New 
this year are beginning classes offered 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Spinning 
Elementary. 

“We had worked up to almost 30 stu-
dents in a class and it was becoming 
more challenging because some had 
more advanced English skills than oth-
ers.” Tran said. “We knew we needed to 
create another opportunity. The popular-
ity is encouraging for us. That makes us 
feel good about what we’re providing.” 

The Adult ELL classes, she said, al-
low community members to build and 
practice their English skills with other 
learners. The adults, she added, also 
work on using those skills in common 
social settings and communicating with 
family members.

“It helps parents so they can help their 
children with homework,” said Tran. 
“They can feel more connected to the 
schools.”

Having a child in the district is not a 
requirement, she added, but those who 
do are welcome to bring their children to 
class. Student volunteers from local high 
schools earn community service hours by 
taking care of the children while parents 
attend class.

Carson Elementary Principal Arturo Gon-
zalez and Assistant Principal Miles Erdly 
lead the Carson Elementary Adult ELL 
sessions, while Saxon and Tran instruct 
the classes at Spinning Elementary and the 
Puyallup Library.

In Saxon’s beginning class at Spinning 
Elementary, sessions include nearly a 
dozen students. Some speak Spanish as 
their native language while others, such as 
Zarmina Hussainee of Afghanistan, speak 
Persian.

Hussainee, who has three children attend-
ing district schools, said she enjoys the 
class and likes learning how to use her 
English skills in different social settings 
such as a doctor’s offi ce.

“It’s to help our children and to help our-
selves,” she said.

Tran said a large part of the program 
includes acting out scenarios such as 
shopping in a grocery store or introducing 
themselves to someone. These lessons, she 
said, help adults become more comfort-
able using English in their everyday lives.

The 15 to 20 ELL students at the Puyallup 
Library represent at least seven different 
languages, including Japanese, Korean, 
and Portuguese. 

This year, students throughout the district 
live with families that reported they use 

Program expands to help adults improve English skills

one of more than 40 different languages 
as their primary language in the home. 
In addition to English, languages such as 
Spanish, Korean, Punjabi, and Cambodian 
are among the most widely spoken within 
the district.

“We’re very excited about that,” Tran 
said. “We’re a very diverse community.”

To help teach the adults who speak differ-
ent languages, the Adult ELL instructors 
use a standard curriculum that focuses on 
visual associations.

During one beginning ELL class, for 
example, Saxon held up familiar everyday 
objects while using them in a sentence.

“I am eating an orange. I am eating an 
apple,” she said as she held each item. 
Students then repeated the sentence and 
engaged in one-on-one exercises to prac-
tice new words and phrases.

In addition to the lessons, Adult ELL 

classes help connect students to their 
community in other ways. Earlier this 
year, students and instructors attended 
a community resource fair at the Puyal-
lup campus of Pierce College. During 
the fair, ELL students met with repre-
sentatives of various groups, including 
healthcare providers and public safety 
agencies.

Tran said access to vital resources can be 
tricky for those who do not speak English 
fl uently. The fair allowed ELL students to 
practice their conversational skills while 
also making connections with organiza-
tions in the community.

There is no charge for Adult ELL 
classes, and free childcare is provided 
during class. For more information, 
including class times and schedules, 
visit the Puyallup School District Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or call 
(253) 435-6514. New adult learners 
are welcome to join anytime during the 
school year. 



Tracey Maratas, Volunteer of the Year at the elementary level, is 
congratulated by Fruitland Elementary staff and volunteers at a 
school board recognition. (From left): Former Fruitland Elementary 
Volunteer of the Year Terry Thomas, teacher Carol Johnson, Maratas, 
and teachers Teri Cranston, Wendy Olson, and Kory Farias.

continued from page 1

“I want them to look at the 
inside of a computer and ask 
themselves, ‘what happens on 
the keyboard when I do this?’”

Jim Woodward
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Fruitland volunteer

Intel engineer

continued from page 1

“She is always interested in 
what we are doing and makes 
everything fun.”

Fourth grader Railey Holst

answer questions.

“One mom told me ‘thanks for being my 
eyes and ears,’” Maratas said. “There are 
parents who want to be here, but can’t. I 
tell them to call me with questions about 
things like fi eld trips so I can take that off 
of the teacher’s plate.”

Orheim said, “She is here almost every 
day asking staff, ‘Is there anything I can 
do for you?’ She gives 
an incredible amount of 
volunteer time.”

Fourth-grade teacher 
Kory Farias was one of 
several staff members 
who sent the district a letter nominating 
Maratas as Volunteer of the Year. She wrote 
in part, “She cares about everyone at Fruit-
land, all students and all staff members. 
She has assisted the librarian, the music 
teacher, the offi ce staff, and the teachers.”

Maratas, who works at home three to six 
hours each day as an insurance transcriber, 
said the reason she spends so much time 
as a school volunteer is simple.

“I love being in the classroom,” she said. 
“I’m a real advocate for what the teach-
ers do every day. If I can hang up bulletin 
boards or make copies, then the teachers 
can focus on teaching, which is what they 
are gifted to do.”

It’s not unusual, teachers say, for Maratas 

to go the extra mile when helping with a 
classroom project. Earlier this year, Farias 
asked the volunteer to record on index 
cards the grade level that students had 
tested in reading. Maratas took them home 
and returned the next day with laminated 
colored cardstock containing the informa-
tion typed on the computer and decorated 
with colorful clip art.

Students keep the cards in their desks to 
track their reading progress, and Maratas 
said she wanted to make them inviting 
and colorful since many children also use 
them as bookmarks.

“Children love to see 
Tracey walk through 
the door because they 
know their learning 
day will be enhanced 
by her gentle touch, 

love, skill, and care,” said fi rst-grade 
teacher Wendy Olson.

Fourth grader Railey Holst said Maratas 
“is always interested in what we are doing 
and makes everything fun. And if we are 
sad about something, she lifts our spirits.”

Second grader Kendall Dolphin added, 
“She helps me with science.”

Maratas also supports staff throughout the 
school and will often appear at a class-
room door or in the offi ce on a special 
occasion, such as Teacher Appreciation 
Week, with a coffee or baked treats in 
hand. Her sister, Sherri Kolomyjec, is a 
secretary in the main offi ce at Fruitland.

When kindergarten teacher Tobe Pesature 

was nine months pregnant last summer, she 
said that Maratas helped her get her class-
room ready before school started in the fall. 
“She really is the most amazing person,” 
Pesature said.

Fourth-grade teacher Teri Cranston added 
that Maratas helped her to organize a read-
ing incentive program in which students 
earn a reward for meeting a set goal of min-
utes read. Maratas cut out paper pieces that 
resembled the different parts of an ice-cream 
sundae, and students built their “sundaes” as 

they achieved the reading targets.

“She is a positive, warm, and caring 
person who loves her children dearly, and 
it comes through within her volunteering,” 
Cranston said.

Maratas said she is humbled and honored 
by the award. “I am in awe of what these 
teachers do every day,” she said. “I see it 
as a blessing that I can be here and help. I 
am just amazed at what they do and how 
they shape our children’s futures.”

volunteer at his two daughters’ schools. 
He also leads job shadows each year, 
inviting interested teens to spend several 
hours at the Intel plant in Dupont to learn 
more about his job and the computer 
industry in general.

Emerald Ridge High sophomore Brian 
Valley said one of his favorite classes at 
Stahl Junior High last year was Funda-
mentals of Information Technology with 
teacher Jason Edwards. Woodward volun-
teered in the class every other Friday and 
was regularly asked to share information 
with the class. 

“He (Woodward) told us stories about 
where he works and shared a lot of cool 
technology,” Valley said.

Valley’s interest in computers and technol-
ogy reached a new level in February of 
this year when he spent half a day on the 
job with Woodward at the Intel plant.

Woodward took the teen inside labs where 
engineers test and troubleshoot computer 
parts and introduced him to co-workers 
who explained their roles.

“I was able to see what different people 
do on a daily basis and try out some of the 
equipment myself,” said Valley, whose 
passion for computers earned him the 
ninth-grade technology award at Stahl. “It 
was a lot of fun.”

Valley’s mother, Pam, said, “I thought it 
was phenomenal for him to get out and 
see what it’s really like as a career.”

In a letter nominating Woodward for the 
Volunteer of the Year award, Edwards said 
his students were drawn to the volunteer’s 
“easy-going approach” and were capti-
vated by his real-world stories.

“Every other week throughout the year, 
Mr. Woodward would bring some cool 
new computer motherboard or computer 
component into the classroom, and he 
would explain in easy-to-understand 

language how everything in a computer 
worked together to accomplish the tasks 
the computer user desired,” Edwards said.

Other times, Edwards said Woodward 
assisted him with class lectures, “going 
into more detail than the book or I could 
offer.”

This year, Woodward coordinates and 
conducts job shadows for interested teens 
such as Valley. He also volunteers every 
Friday for two hours in his daughter’s 
fi fth-grade class at Carson Elementary 
School.

“Mr. Woodward helps with the computer 
lab and any little thing I ask him to do,” 
said Tracy Miskowitz, fi fth-grade teacher 
at Carson. 

Teachers at Brouillet Elementary, where 
his oldest daughter attended before going 
to Stahl Junior High, also commend him 
for his dedication to children.

“Jim showed the kids how to work 
with different software programs on the 
computer,” said sixth-grade teacher Lisa 
Gower. “He would lug our extremely 

awkward mobile lab into the classroom 
and have the laptops all set up and ready 
to go before the kids even arrived.”

During a science lesson on magnets and 
motors, Woodward asked permission to 
briefl y disassemble a portable fan in Gow-
er’s classroom. He temporarily removed 
the parts, he said, so that students could 
see the sparks of the electricity hitting the 
motor.

“What a great learning day for all,” Gower 
said.

Woodward also shared technology lessons 
twice in month last year with Melissa 
Ryan’s fi rst and second graders at Brouil-
let Elementary.

“I would often e-mail him a topic or two 
that needed to be covered, and he would 
plan, prepare, and teach the lesson,” said 
Ryan, who teaches at Carson Elemen-
tary this year. “He was also available at 
a moment’s notice to help me with any 
technology issues I had, and he was a 
strong advocate for improving our student 
technology in the building as well as the 
district.”

When presenting a lesson, Woodward 
routinely passes computer parts around 
the classroom so that students can get a 
hands-on approach to learning.

“I want them to look at the inside of a 
computer and ask themselves, ‘what hap-
pens on the keyboard when I do this?’” 
Woodward said. “It piques their curiosity.”

Woodward also shares with students how 
companies such as Intel do special testing 
to account for when a product might fail 
and then design the computer equipment 
to achieve the longest possible lifespan.

Volunteering runs in Woodward’s family. 
His wife, Jeanne, a paraeducator at Zeiger 
Elementary, volunteers at Carson Elemen-
tary and helps run the concession stand on 
movie nights.

During the school board’s volunteer 
recognition last month, Stahl Junior High 
Principal Melanie Helle thanked Wood-
ward for his service and called him an 

“inspiration to students.” She added both 
he and his wife have been “huge support-
ers” at Stahl and are a consistent presence 
at fund-raising events and after-school 
activities.

“Mr. Woodward has gone above and 
beyond simply assisting the teacher in the 
classroom,” she said. “His commitment to 
educating our students has made a positive 
impact on many.”

Through his volunteer efforts, Woodward 
said he hopes he can infl uence students to 
stay in school and continue on to college.

“Teachers really need the volunteer help, 
even as the kids get older,” he said. “Ju-
nior high and high school students need 
more people than just their teachers to 
answer their questions, and you get a lot 
of satisfaction from helping them.”

Jim Woodward (left), Volunteer of the Year at the secondary level, 
is joined by Stahl Junior High Principal Melanie Helle and teacher 
Jason Edwards, one of several teachers who nominated him for 
the award.

Volunteer Coordinator of the Year Trish Capocy (left) of Edgerton 
Elementary, and parent volunteer Marikae Keller, hand a safety vest 
and two-way radio to Watch D.O.G.S. helper Jared Bucci.
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Volunteer coordinator creates welcoming school climate  

Emerald Ridge High student is crowned Daffodil Queen

As one of the largest elementary schools 
in the district with more than 700 stu-
dents, Edgerton Elementary is supported 
by 350-plus volunteers who help in class-
rooms, support family events, and fi ll in 
where needed.

Keeping track of the 
hundreds of volun-
teer hours logged 
each month, making 
sure every helper 
has a completed 
background check, 
and being available 
each day to welcome 
volunteers and answer 
their questions is no 
easy task.

Each year, the Puyallup School Board 
recognizes the efforts of one of its vol-
unteer coordinators assigned to each of 
the 33 schools in the district. This year, 
that Award of Merit honor goes to Trish 
Capocy, who is also offi ce manager at 
Edgerton Elementary.

In a presentation to the Puyallup School 
Board, Edgerton Elementary Principal 
Guy Kovacs said, “Trish is an incredible 
and essential asset to this building and 
community. Because of her work, we 
have a warm and welcoming environ-
ment for our many volunteers.”

While Capocy said she is honored and 
humbled by the award, she credits much 
of the program’s success to the help she 
receives from parent volunteer Marikae 
Keller.

Last month, Keller was named one of 
the school’s Golden Acorn winners in 

large part due to her contributions to the 
school’s volunteer program. She also is an 
active member of the school PTA and vol-
unteers twice a week in her son’s fourth-
grade classroom.

Keller works closely with Capocy to 
process volunteer applications, organize 
trainings, tally hours, and make sure every 
volunteer has an approved background 
check and identifi cation badge to wear in 
the building.

“She has been a phenomenal help,” 
Capocy said, adding Keller created a 
comprehensive database to track approved 
volunteers.

Capocy said she feels privileged to over-
see a program that focuses on people who 
do so much for students, and for education 
in general.

“Schools couldn’t run without them,” she 
said. “They are invaluable, and it’s fun as 
a staff person to see their pride.”

Capocy and her fellow offi ce staff mem-
bers are among the school volunteers’ fi rst 
contacts. Volunteers are required to sign in at 
the offi ce desk and pick up their identifi ca-
tion badges before reporting to a classroom 
or other assignment. The photo badges hang 
this year on a wooden board handmade by 
PTA co-president Donna Drumm.

Parent Jared Bucci, who has twin boys 
in third grade and is a member of the 
school’s “Watch D.O.G.S.” (Dads of Great 
Students) program, checks in with Capocy 
on his volunteer days to get a safety vest 
and two-way radio.

Watch D.O.G.S. help the school in a vari-

ety of ways, including greeting students as 
they arrive in the morning, working with 
them in the classroom, or supervising the 
lunch room. They use radios to communi-
cate with the offi ce as needed. 

“It seems like I’m always needing 
something like a stapler, or tools, or other 
supplies, and she (Capocy) is right there,” 
Bucci said.

Capocy came to Edgerton Elementary as 
offi ce manager when the school opened 
last year. Before that, she worked six years 
as the offi ce manager for the QUEST 
program for highly capable students and 
three years as a secretary in the Ridgecrest 

Elementary School offi ce. Before she 
started working full time, she volunteered 
in her two daughters’ classrooms in the 
White River School District.

“Teachers always appreciate any extra help,” 
she said. “And volunteers get a lot out of it 
because they are making a difference.”

When Kovacs addressed the school board 
during the volunteer recognition event at 
last month’s board meeting, he concluded 
his remarks by saying, “The hours Trish 
puts in to make our school safe and wel-
coming are priceless. As a person, Trish 
is upbeat, hard-working, and makes those 
around her shine even brighter.” 

For the fi rst time in 15 years, a local 
high school student is the newly crowned 
Daffodil Festival Queen.

Emerald Ridge High School senior 
Melanie Stambaugh said she felt “sur-
prised, relief, and just joy!” the moment 
she was announced as this year’s queen 
during a coronation ceremony on 
March 13.

“It’s like you hear it being announced, but 
you don’t really hear it,” she recalled. “I 
just remember looking out in the audience 
and seeing my friends from school jump-
ing up and down and screaming.”

The 18-year-old competed for the honor 
with 22 other Pierce County high school 
seniors, including Robyn Olson, named 
fi rst runner-up from Puyallup High, and 
Jin Stedge of Rogers High.

Students are judged on their academic 
standing, personality, attitude, speaking 
ability, appearance, sociability, content 
of their speech, festival awareness, and 
impromptu speaking.

The teen is the 76th queen selected to 
reign over the Daffodil Royal Court. A 
Daffodil Queen has been chosen annually 
since 1934, except from 1943-1945 dur-
ing World War II. Since 1934, 20 Puyal-
lup School District students have been 
crowned queen.

Stambaugh receives a $10,000 scholarship 
sponsored by the Western Washington Fair 
and will represent the Daffodil Festival 
during the 2009 festival season, traveling 
to numerous cities throughout the Pacifi c 
Northwest.

In March, Stambaugh delivered a two-
minute speech about the Daffodil Festival 
to the Washington state Senate. While at 
the Capitol, she visited with Rep. Bruce 
Dammeier of Puyallup, who served on 

the Puyallup School Board until he was 
elected to offi ce this year.

She has also given presentations at numer-
ous service clubs in the area, helped judge 
a “Magnifi cent Mutt Show” in Graham, 
and sat atop the Daffodil Festival fl oat at 
parades statewide.

Daffodil Parade

The newly crowned queen and the other 
22 princesses beamed as they waved at the 
crowd lining the streets of Tacoma, Puyal-
lup, Sumner, and Orting under sunny skies 
on April 4 during the 76th annual Grand 
Floral Street Parade. This year’s theme 
was “Swing Into Spring.”

Immediately following the 
fl oat were more than 100 
high school band students 
from Emerald Ridge, 
Puyallup, and Rogers high 
schools who made up a 
fi rst-ever all-district march-
ing band.

Several district alumni and 
junior high band teachers 
joined the students in the 
all-district band, co-directed 
by Rogers High band teacher 
Bruce Leonardy and Emer-
ald Ridge High band teacher 
Scott Fry.

The band, dressed in bright 
yellow Daffodil Festival 
shirts, was formed espe-
cially in celebration of 
Stambaugh being crowned 
Daffodil Festival Queen.

Emerald Ridge High 
School assembly

Stambaugh and the prin-
cesses also were honored 

on March 25 during a special schoolwide 
assembly at Emerald Ridge.

Banners congratulating the senior fi lled 
the gym walls, photos of each of the 
princesses lined the front wall behind 
the guest speakers, and gold and white 
balloons surrounded the royal court and 
decorated the aisles leading up into the 
bleachers fi lled with students and staff.

“Today is a huge day in the history of Em-
erald Ridge High School,” Principal Brian 
Lowney said to thunderous applause. “We 
are going to celebrate like crazy!”

Stambaugh thanked students, staff, her 
family, the Daffodil Festival committee, 
and the community for their support. She 

added, “I am a queen, but I am also a 
Jaguar at heart!”

All of the princesses danced and sang 
together to an eight-minute choreographed 
dance that they had practiced for months 
leading up to the March coronation cer-
emony. They also introduced themselves, 
announced where they planned to attend 
college next year, and shared their career 
interests.

Stambaugh has been accepted into the 
Foster School of Business at the Univer-
sity of Washington where she plans to 
major in business administration with the 
eventual goal of working for a non-profi t 
organization.

Having played in the band since fi fth 
grade and specialized in percussion 
including the snare drum, mallets, and 
timpani, Stambaugh also plans to major or 

continued on page 12

Melanie Stambaugh speaks 
during a special Emerald Ridge 
High School assembly.

photo courtesy of Steve James, Images and Events

Emerald Ridge High School senior Melanie 
Stambaugh reacts to being named the 2009 
Daffodil Festival Queen.

Trish Capocy
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Helping Hands, Huge Hearts
Thousands of students 

give back to their community
This year, more than ever before, students across the district have responded by the thousands to help their local and global neighbors through a mul-

titude of community service projects. Some of the projects were organized between November and early March as part of the fi rst-ever “Puyallup 
Schools Give Back,” a giving campaign created by Superintendent Tony Apostle to help people in need beyond the food, clothing, and toy drives 

traditionally held during the winter holidays. Other service projects were arranged during the month of March as part of the fourth annual “March Glad-
ness.” The event, coordinated by Communities In Schools of Puyallup, encourages students to organize and carry out service projects, fund-raisers, and 
collection drives — all with a common goal of helping their classmates, their local community, their country, and the greater worldwide community.

Only the giving didn’t end in March. Many schools have reported they have community service projects scheduled throughout the remainder of the 
school year. A school-by-school list of community service projects and more photos are on the school district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. As 
new activities are reported, they are added to the list.

Edgerton Elementary School raised more than $10,200 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
through a “Pennies for Patients” fund-raiser that included a fun run/walk in March during a day-long 
Family Fun Day  and Cultural Extravaganza. More than 200 students and community members walked 
and ran through the neighborhoods surrounding the elementary school to help in the fight against 
blood cancers.

Puyallup High School seniors (from left) Jennifer Can-
ter, Danielle Carriveau, and Brooke Nelson participate 
in a collection drive at Summit Trading Co. grocery 
store. The school’s Family, Career, and Community 
Leaders of  America club collected 715 toiletries and 
other personal needs items for the FISH Food Bank in 
Puyallup.

Glacier View Junior High students (from left) 
Stephanie Hale, Calisa Cruse, and Samira Shaar 
show off  some of  the nearly 400 stuffed animals 
the school collected for children in need.

Emerald Ridge High School senior 
Tyler Meyerhoff  spikes the ball 
during a volleyball tournament at 
the school. The event raised $440 
for Communities In Schools of  
Puyallup.

photo courtesy of  Cassie Scott
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Ann Yost, co-coordinator of  the Edgewood 
Food Bank, helps Northwood Elementary 
students (from left) Kasey Holand and Brianna 
Richards count and sort boxes of  breakfast 
items including cereal, peanut butter, pancake 
mix, oatmeal, and granola bars. Students 
donated 254 food items collected during a 
two-week drive.

Waller Road Elementary students display some of  the more than 
3,700 books the school collected in support of  a districtwide ef-
fort to send  books to children in Uganda.  Waller Road collected 
nearly a third of  the more than 12,000 books collected in all of  the 
district’s 33 schools combined. (Photo back row from left): Teacher 
Paula Bacon, students Hunter Goucher, Dominic Guidi, and Jacob 
Easley, and teacher Ginger Liebl. (Front row from left): Josh Jensen, 
Aileen Rivera, Savanna Hartman, and Jerred Simmons. 

Kelsie Nguyen, a third grader at Firgrove 
Elementary,  helps beautify the fl ower bed 
in front of her school. Students in Karen 
Gonderman’s class worked on the garden as 
part of a lesson on plant growth and devel-
opment. Students raked beauty bark, pulled 
weeds, and planted seeds while learning 
about photosynthesis, soil, light, and water.

Lindsey Rolf, a sixth 
grader at Fruitland Ele-
mentary, helps feed coins 
collected during a school 
fund-raiser into a coin 
machine. The school part-
nered with the Puyallup 
Police Department and 
raised $2,767 for Special 
Olympics of Washington.

photo courtesy of Tracy Wheeler
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The Discovery space shuttle that returned to 
Earth in March captured national headlines 
for the scientifi c advancements made at the 
International Space Station. But one item 
in particular that accompanied astronauts 
aboard the fl ight has everyone talking at 
Spinning Elementary School.

The school achieved star status, so to speak, 
for having a photograph of the building liter-
ally land among the stars.

A color photograph of the front of the school 
at dusk was among several keepsakes that 
made the fi ve-million-mile journey through 
space.

In a special schoolwide assembly next 
month, students and staff will get a rare op-
portunity to hear an eye-witness account of 
the shuttle mission and see confi rmation that 
their school was part of the successful space 
mission.

Retired kindergarten teacher Virginia Steves, 
who taught for 21 years at Spinning Elemen-
tary before retiring in 2006, will share how 
she counted down the minutes until liftoff 
in a special family viewing area just three 
miles from the launch pad at the Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida.

She will show photographs and video of the 
launch, talk about how the shuttle’s pilot 
called her from space, and share interesting 
scientifi c facts such as how far and how 

Spinning Elementary School lands among the stars
fast the shuttle travels.

Finally, she will present 
school Principal Laura 
King with a framed certif-
icate of authenticity from 
the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) confi rming that 
a photograph of Spinning 
Elementary School did, 
indeed, travel to space 
aboard the shuttle.

Steves’ son-in-law, Navy 
Cmdr. Tony Antonelli, 
arranged for the Spinning 
photo to join the crew 
aboard the Discovery shuttle.

Antonelli was one of 
seven astronauts and the 
designated pilot on the 
Discovery shuttle mission. 
He lives in Houston, Texas 
with his wife, Janeen, a 
1986 graduate of Rogers 
High School. 

The Discovery shuttle returned on March 
28 after traveling more than 5.3 million 
miles and circling the Earth 202 times. 
The mission lasted 12 days, 19 hours, 29 
minutes, and 33 seconds.

The astronauts’ primary objective was to 

deliver and install equipment needed to 
complete the station’s electricity-generat-
ing system, which was accomplished with 
three spacewalks. The shuttle crew and 
those at the space station also teamed for 
several research activities, including three 
spacewalks. 

“As I write this, I’m sitting at my desk at 

the Johnson Space Center looking at the 
picture of Spinning Elementary,” Antonel-
li said several weeks after his return from 
space. “I’ve been back on Earth now for 
19 days, six days longer than my mission, 
but I spend much of my time wondering 
if I will be lucky enough to go again. The 
school picture reminds me of the dreams 

continued on page 9

They come from different schools and 
support buildings across the school dis-
trict, and each one shares a different role 
in the daily success of students. They all, 
however, share one thing in common: a 
passion for giving service to their com-
munity.

A Puyallup High School junior and three 
educators from throughout the school 
district are this year’s recipients of the 
student and educator Citizen of the Year 
recognitions.

This is the second year of the awards 
program, and the surprise recognition 
was announced March 26 during the 
fourth annual Friendraiser Breakfast 
hosted by Communities In Schools (CIS) 
of Puyallup.

Student Citizen of the Year

Alex Fraser, a junior at Puyallup High 
School, is this year’s “Student Citizen of 
the Year.”

Fraser has been an active participant, 
both in junior high and high school, in 
the district’s annual March Gladness 
community service program.

While at Kalles Junior High, Fraser 
helped organize a coin drive and a cam-
pus cleanup event for March Gladness. 
“We raked, weeded, picked up garbage, 
and basically made the campus look 
beautiful,” Fraser said.

Recognizing his leadership abilities, Puy-
allup High Principal Jason Smith asked 
Fraser this year to serve as the Puyallup 
High student representative on the CIS 
Board of Directors. In that role, the teen 
helped coordinate the districtwide March 
Gladness events.

Fraser also helped his school plan its 
own March Gladness community service 
event — a “senior ball” dance for senior 
citizens in the community.

“I feel like March Gladness has helped 
me to become a whole lot more involved 
in my community,” he said. “It makes 

Citizens of the Year honored for service

me feel good to give back and help in any 
way that I can.”

Fraser maintains a 4.0 grade point aver-
age, is junior class president, and is a 
member of the school’s Viking Knights 
leadership and community service group. 
He helped organize the junior class dance, 
ran cross country in fall, and contributed 
to the success of this year’s varsity basket-
ball team both by being a member and its 
captain.

Community service has been a natural 
part of Fraser’s life since he started school 
at Shaw Road Elementary. Beginning 
in sixth grade, he volunteered each year 
with the Evergreen City Ballet in Renton 
during its annual performance of The 
Nutcracker. His sister is a member of the 
ballet group, and Fraser said he has helped 
as a cast member when needed.

He has also volunteered as a boys basket-
ball coach for his younger brother’s fi fth- 
and sixth-grade teams through the Puyal-

lup Parks and Recreation Department 
and, through his church youth group, 
helped at local food banks and fi lled 
holiday stockings for needy children.

In his nomination letter for the award, 
Smith, the school principal, wrote, “Alex 
is a very well-rounded kid and is a very 
hard worker.”

As the Student Citizen of the Year 
winner, Fraser received a trophy with 
his name engraved, as well as a $1,500 
award from the Western Washington Fair 
— $500 for the college of his choice, 
$500 for his favorite charity, and $500 
for himself.

Fraser said he plans to attend a four-year 
university to pursue a career as an oral 
surgeon.

Chris Loftis, director of CIS of Puyallup, 
described Fraser as “a humble but 

continued on page 10

The Puyallup School District Facili-
ties department now has two loca-
tions. Several Facilities offi ces have 
moved from their previous location 
at 323 12th St. N.W. to portable units 
at Kalles Junior High, located at 501 
Seventh Ave. S.E.

Still at the 12th Street location, in the 
building shared with the Transportation 
department, are the capital projects, 
construction, maintenance, and opera-
tions staff. The offi ce is open 7 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Recently moved to the Kalles Junior 
High location are Executive Direc-
tor of Facilities Rudy Fyles, Facilities 
Planning Director Brian Devereux, Risk 
Management Director Bruce Thomas, 
and Facilities secretary Mary Robinson. 
The offi ce is open 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and closed 
from noon to 1 p.m. daily.

The new Kalles Junior High site also 
includes a separate portable unit that 
serves as a conference room and home 
to the district’s computer-aided design 
(CAD) student internship program.

Those with business to conduct with the 
Facilities department should call (253) 
841-8772 to schedule a time and loca-
tion for meetings.

The Facilities portable units are located 
on the east side of the Kalles main 
building, at the rear of the school. 

Visitors may park in the adjacent lot and 
walk directly into the portables. Facili-
ties visitors need not check in with the 
Kalles Junior High front offi ce.

The school district’s Facilities depart-
ment plans, constructs, maintains, and 
improves school district buildings, 
including 33 schools and additional sup-
port buildings and other properties.

Some Facilities 
offi ces relocate to 
Kalles Junior High

From left: Educator Citizen of the Year fi nalist Karen Hansen, 
executive director of communications, joins Student Citizen of the 
Year Alex Fraser of Puyallup High, Educator Citizen of the Year Vicki 
Egeland of Wildwood Elementary, fi nalist Patti McMullan of Emerald 
Ridge High, and Chris Loftis, director of Communities In Schools 
of Puyallup.

Photos (from left): Night falls as the Space Shuttle Discovery sits on the launch pad 
at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. Shortly after takeoff on March 15, 2009, 
it climbs toward its destination of the International Space Station with a Spinning 
Elementary photo aboard. photos courtesy of Virginia Steves

            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Students in grades seven, eight, and 
nine who are eligible to receive free 
or reduced-price lunches or are foster 
youth have an opportunity to receive 
a guaranteed full tuition scholarship 
to colleges, technical schools, or other 
post-high school programs in Washing-
ton state if they meet certain conditions.

The deadline to sign the pledge for the 
College Bound Scholarship is June 
30, 2009. The scholarship program is 
for students in grades seven and eight; 
however, this year only it is offered to 
ninth graders who were eighth graders 
in the 2007-08 school year.

College Bound Scholarship applica-
tions are available online at 
www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound. 
Students and their parents or other 
legal guardians both must complete and 
sign the application. By doing so, the 
student pledges to:

• Graduate from high school with at 
least a 2.0 grade point average.

• Be a good citizen in the school 
and community and not commit a 
felony.

• Apply for fi nancial aid by 
submitting the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid during the 
senior year of high school.

For more information about the 
College Bound Scholarship, visit the 
Web site listed above or call the Higher 
Education Coordinating Board at 
1-888-535-0747.

Full tuition 
scholarships for 
eligible students

continued on page 10
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Business partnership gets graduate’s career on the road

Puyallup High graduate Doug Burlingame examines the underside of a 
sport utility vehicle in the service center of BMW Northwest in Fife.

Doug Burlingame spends his days sur-
rounded by computer equipment, diagnos-
ing complex electrical and fi ber optic net-
works, and solving problems in expensive 
machinery. He also does oil changes. 

Burlingame, who graduated from Puyal-
lup High School in 2007, works in the 
service department at BMW Northwest 
in Fife. As a level I technician, he spends 
his days working on some of the most ad-
vanced vehicles on the road in a job where 
high performance and high technology are 
intermixed.

While he has admired cars for years, Burl-
ingame said he didn’t think about a career 
in automotive repair until he began work-
ing on vehicles. He credits the Automotive 
Technology program at Puyallup High for 
sparking his interest.

“It was a lot of curiosity,” he said. “I 
really didn’t know a lot about cars, but I 
loved them.”

The high school program, he said, gave 
him hands-on experiences with a variety 
of vehicles and the opportunity to solve 
complex problems with advanced equip-
ment. In the class, he learned to use many 
of the computerized diagnostic machines 
found in most service centers. The devices 
are designed to connect to ports located 
in the car and communicate with the 
vehicle’s on-board computer systems 
to determine if any problems have been 
detected.

Automotive program teacher Larry Turner 
said students get hands-on experience 

using the diagnostic machines to test ve-
hicles and ensure that components such as 
heating, engine cooling, and fuel systems 
are all working properly.

“It’s a high-tech industry,” Turner said. “I 
think most of our students don’t realize at 
fi rst how advanced cars can be, how chal-
lenging it can be to work on them, or how 
rewarding it can be.”

Burlingame said it was the complex nature 
of modern automobiles that helped draw 
him into a career.
 
“It’s the challenge of it,” he said. “I was 
really looking forward to having a career 

that was challenging and interesting.”

Since 2003, BMW Northwest has part-
nered with Puyallup High School through 
a program called Automotive Youth 
Educational Systems (AYES). The rela-
tionship allows dealerships and vehicle 
manufacturers to work with schools to 
better prepare students for a career in the 
automotive industry. The partnership can 
include providing internships and fi nancial 
assistance to students.

For Burlingame, that partnership allowed 
him to take several post-high school 
courses at the dealership’s expense. He 
spent nearly two years in California taking 

classes on automotive technology. The 
fi rst seven months of general education 
were followed by seven more months of 
BMW-specifi c training. He began work-
ing for the dealership while still in high 
school and joined full time following his 
training.

Through high school and his additional 
training, Burlingame said he learned how 
advanced today’s vehicles have become. 
His experiences at Puyallup High, he 
added, included both older and modern 
vehicles. That variety helped him as he 
progressed from general training classes 
to BMW’s more technically advanced 
courses.

“It’s night and day,” he said. “I went from 
working on a 1978 Buick LeSabre in one 
training class to diagnosing advanced 
system bus networks. It was like taking a 
computer class.”

Some of the company’s newest models 
can have as many as 97 separate computer 
components, each one monitoring a dif-
ferent aspect of the vehicle’s operation. 
Sensors in the front bumper, for example, 
can determine if a car ahead is too close 
and can adjust speeds automatically.

“We’re on the cutting edge,” Burlingame 
said.

Without the partnership between Puyallup 
High School and BMW Northwest, Burl-
ingame said he likely would have started 
out as an entry-level technician, known as 

that I had as a child, and I’m certain some 
of the current Spinning students share.” 

Antonelli has a bachelor’s degree in 
Aeronautics and Astronautics from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
a master’s degree in the same subjects from 
the University of Washington. He is a Dis-
tinguished Graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Test Pilot School (Navy Exchange Pilot) 
and was selected as a NASA pilot in 2000.

When asked to describe the view from 
space he said, “The view was great! It was 
like seeing the Grand Canyon versus see-
ing a picture of the Grand Canyon.”

Steves said she still laughs when she 
remembers the fi rst time her son-in-law 
called her from space on his cell phone.

“We were in our RV crossing over the 
Georgia border and he called and said, 
‘Hello, this is Tony.’ I said, ‘Tony in 
space?’ I just had goose bumps. Here he 
was some 250 miles above the earth and 
was calling me. I couldn’t fathom it.”

The space shuttle traveled 17,500 mph 
and circled the earth every 90 minutes. 
“The crew was able to see 16 sunrises and 
16 sunsets in our given day,” Steves said.

She described the launch as “exciting and 
scary at the same time,” adding her eyes 
fi lled with tears as the countdown drew 
closer. “It was very emotional.”

As the fl ames shot out from the engines, 
Steves said, “the clouds spread side-to-side, 
the space shuttle rose, and loud cheers of 
joy followed. The clouds became a column 
and then changed color as the atmosphere 
changed. We could see the two solid rocket 

boosters drop at precisely the right second. 
The shuttle continued its climb, and at the 
moment it was a speck in our eyesight, we 
were told it was over Europe.”

Spectators cannot get closer than three 
miles to the launch pad, she said, “be-
cause the heat is phenomenal.” She and 
other family members did, however, see 
the launch pad close-up at a special night 
viewing. “There was just a fence between 
us and the shuttle,” Steves said.

Because of the dense traffi c at Kennedy 
Space Center after the launch as families left 
the parking lot, Steves said the shuttle “had 
already fl own around the earth once before 
we even got back to where we were staying.”

Steves educated many of the Spinning 
Elementary students about the launch be-
fore she even left Washington for the drive 
southeast to the Kennedy Space Center. As 
a long-term substitute kindergarten teacher 
last fall, she read her class and others a 
book called “Liftoff,” which explains facts 

about space shuttles in terms young chil-
dren can understand. They were especially 
interested, she said, to learn that the shuttle 
takes fi ve hours — one mile per hour — to 
move from the hangar to the launch pad.
 
Principal Laura King said having a photo-
graph of Spinning Elementary taken into 
space “is an incredible honor.”

“At one time Tony Antonelli was just like 
our elementary students with hopes and 
dreams of what he would do when he grew 
up. With a picture of Spinning literally 
among the stars, it sends a message to our 
students that with hard work, persistence, 
and patience, dreams can be achieved!”

Antonelli added, “Now I wonder, which 
Spinning Elementary student will study 
hard enough, work diligently enough, and 
remain focused long enough to get the 
chance to walk on Mars?”

His advice to students, “Dream big and 
study hard.”

photo courtesy of Rebekah Core

This photo of Spinning Elementary School traveled to space and back 
aboard the latest Space Shuttle Discovery.

Spinning Elementary
continued from page 8



Graduate profi le
continued from page 9

Spring semester 
grades affect fall 
athletic eligibility

Students wow crowd 
at Kalles talent show
Students with special needs from the 
school district and community performed 
March 14 in a talent show at Kalles 
Junior High. The event was hosted in 
partnership between Good Samaritan 
Hospital’s Children’s Therapy Unit and 
the Students Achieving Independent 
Living (SAIL) program at Kalles Junior 
High. Students in drama and English 
classes also assisted with the event.
  
Photos: Kalles Junior High 
student Tyler Balas waltzes with 
peer helper Celina Crockett of 
Kalles Junior High. Firgrove 
Elementary student Madison 
Ness performs a dance routine.
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a level IV. It typically takes fi ve to seven 
years of on-the-job experience for level 
IV technicians to reach level I, he added. 

Thanks to his training in high school 
and the additional education in Califor-
nia, Burlingame was able to reach level 
I in a shorter time period. 

“He has a strong work ethic,” Turner 
said. “He had determination, and I 
think he started in the class wanting an 
automotive career. He’s an all-around, 
goal-oriented young man.”

Jon Noyes, service manager at BMW 
Northwest, praised the relationship with 
Puyallup High School.

“It’s defi nitely been a great way for us 
to go,” he said. “The kids coming out of 
Puyallup High School have been abso-
lutely fi rst class. Being a local business, 
we want to keep our local kids here.”

Phil Salvia, shop foreman at BMW 
Northwest called the partnership the 
“wave of the future.”

“Doug’s been a great addition to our 
team. We’re trying to bring in as many 
AYES students as we can,” Salvia said.

Burlingame credits Puyallup High’s 
automotive program and Turner for pro-
viding career opportunities and promot-
ing a strong work ethic.

“He started all this for me,” Burlingame 
said. “What I really liked about him was 
that he didn’t give you an easy answer. 
He would point you in the right direc-
tion and make you work for it. You 
would get out of it what you put into it.”

Whether it’s automotive technology 
or another interest, Burlingame said 
students should explore their options 
and give every career idea some con-
sideration.

“Take every opportunity that you can,” 
he said. “Don’t let an open door go to 
waste.”

Students who want to participate in 
sports or selected extracurricular activi-
ties in fall 2009 must pass a minimum 
of fi ve classes and maintain at least a 2.0 
grade point average this semester.

For more information on eligibility 
standards, visit the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

industrious young man who is well-
grounded at home, at school, and in his 
community.”

Educator Citizen of the Year

This year for the fi rst time, CIS awarded 
an “Educator Citizen of the Year” honor. 
The three honorees, Loftis said, were 
“each outstanding in their efforts to create 
learning environments for our students 
that are both inspired and inspiring.”

Award winner Vicki Egeland is a classi-
fi ed (support) staff member at Wildwood 
Elementary School. She helps in the class-
room, in the offi ce, on the playground, and 
during school breakfast, as well as helping 
as a bus duty and crossing guard.

“As a principal for more than 15 years in 
four different districts, I have never had a 
classifi ed employee who gives so much,” 
Wildwood Principal Glenn Malone wrote 
in his nomination letter. “She regularly 
displays her love for kids by giving of her 
time and talents. Vicki exemplifi es the 
meaning of service.” 

This year’s second- and third-place win-
ners are Patti McMullan, career guidance 
counselor at Emerald Ridge High, and 
Karen Hansen, the school district’s execu-
tive director of communications.

McMullan was recognized for her roles 
with March Gladness and the school’s In-
teract Club, which coordinates community 
service events and activities. Hansen was 
honored for founding and spending the 
past 22 years coordinating Puyallup Gift-
makers. The program provides new toys, 
books, games, and other gifts to children 
in need during the holidays.

“Vicki, Patti, and Karen each exemplify 
a different part of the same heart — the 
heart that beats loud and strong creating 
skill, hope, and opportunity in the lives 
of our 21,000-plus students in the dis-
trict,” Loftis said. “We’re so lucky to have 
folks like that all across the district. They 
simply care about their jobs, and they care 
about the people around them.”

Friendraiser Breakfast

The fourth annual Friendraiser Break-
fast raised more than $22,500 for CIS 
programs in Puyallup. The total includes 
more than $4,000 raised by Legacy for 

a Cause, a fund-raiser in which teams of 
school district employees and others in the 
community spent the past three months 
exercising while at the same time raising 
money for charities such as CIS. 

More than 150 community leaders, educa-
tors, and business representatives were on 
hand for the “Planting Seeds of Success” 
Friendraiser Breakfast. The room was 
decorated with artwork made by students 
in the CIS Wednesday after-school art pro-
grams, and attendees could donate money 
and bid on gifts and services donated by the 
community during a silent and live auction.

The guest speaker this year was Susan 
Richards, executive director of CIS of 
Washington. Statewide, CIS serves about 
30,000 students in 12 affi liates.

“You do care about kids, and you are step-
ping up to help children,” Richards said.
 
More than 700 Puyallup School District 
students are involved in 31 different CIS 
Wednesday after-school programs. The 
organization also coordinates reader men-
torship programs and an annual back-to-
school school supply drive. In the past six 
years, CIS has given out more than 2,400 
backpacks to children in need.

Photos above: Band students line up on the fi eld during the Marching Band Extravaganza. Puyallup 
School Board President Greg Heath (right) joined Superintendent Tony Apostle and Director of Student 
Learning Brian Fox in directing the 10 bands as they performed “Louie Louie.” To see more photos 
from the event, visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Thousands attend ‘Marching Band Extravaganza’ 

Nearly 3,000 people of all ages cheered as band students from the school district’s seven junior highs and three comprehensive 
high schools performed April 11 in the fi rst-ever Marching Band Extravaganza. The bands marched into Sparks Stadium from 
the visitor’s side of the fi eld, each playing a song as they walked past the scoreboard and continued down the track past the home 
fi eld bleachers fi lled with friends, family members, and community supporters.

The audience, many of them snapping photographs and taking video of the event, clapped and cheered for the student musicians 
as Ballou Junior High choir teacher Dan Davison announced each of the schools.

All 10 schools then lined up on the fi eld facing the crowd and played three songs together: “The Star-Spangled Banner” under 
the direction of retired elementary band teacher Jim Hunt, “Marches of the Armed Forces” under the direction of Rogers High 
School band teacher Bruce Leonardy, and “Louie Louie” under the direction of Director of Student Learning Brian Fox. Super-
intendent Tony Apostle and School Board President Greg Heath assisted Fox in directing the fi nal piece. Edgemont Junior High 
band director Andy Burch coordinated the event.
 

Citizens of the Year
continued from page 8
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Student athletes land top spots at district and state fi nals

The Rogers High School Special Olympics basketball team received 
a standing ovation at the March 23 school board meeting for winning 
gold at the state tournament.

Student athletes made their mark, both as 
teams and individually, at the local and 
state levels during the winter athletics and 
activities season.

Special Olympics basketball teams at 
Rogers and Puyallup high schools both 
fi nished the season with gold medals.

The Rogers High School Special Olym-
pics basketball team, led by coach Denise 
Spears and assistant coaches Barbara Brill 
and Sue Williams, won gold at the state 
tournament in Wenatchee after an unde-
feated season and post-season. The team 
also won gold in 2006.

Senior Jason Levitski also won a gold 
medal in the individual skills category, 
which tests students’ abilities in shooting, 
dribbling, and passing the basketball.

More than 300 people gave the team a 
standing ovation in March when they were 
recognized at the Puyallup School Board 
meeting.

The Special Olympics “Unifi ed” basket-
ball team at Puyallup High, which is made 
up of six special needs students and four 
peer partners (general education students), 
also snatched gold at state. Teacher Annie 
Carpenter coaches the team.

The Emerald Ridge High girls bowling 
team also claimed victory by winning the 
state championship after a perfect season 
and claiming the school’s fi rst state team 
title in its nine-year history. 

The Jaguars bowling team and individual 
accomplishments by district bowlers are 
featured in a news article with photos in 
the March 2009 issue of Connections. 
The issue is on the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At the top of 
the Home page, point to Our District, 
click News & Publications, click Connec-

Winter sports wrap-up

tions, and then click March 2009.

Emerald Ridge High also snatched an 
individual state title in gymnastics. Senior 
Whitney Sidor was named state champion 
on the vault from among all Class 4A 
schools across the state. Sidor vaulted her 
way to the top spot after placing second 
last year in the event. Teammate Brianna 
Howe, a senior, took fi fth place on the 
vault and third place on the bars.

Puyallup High School’s gymnastics team 
also landed among the top state fi nishers, 
winning third place among all Class 4A 
schools. Sophomore Chelsey Haskey tied 
for fi fth-place on the beam and landed in 
seventh place in the individual all-around 
event. Teammate Katie Bubnich, a senior, 
fi nished eighth on the beam.

The Vikings coach, Dorinda Carpenter, 

also received recognition by being named 
the 4A State Gymnastics Coach of the 
Year by the Washington State Gymnastics 
Coaches Association.

Carpenter was one of three Puyallup 
School District coaches recognized this 
year. Becky Binger, of Rogers High 
School, was named the South Puget 
Sound League (SPSL) Girls Basketball 
Coach of the Year. The girls team fi n-
ished fourth in the SPSL tournament and 
advanced to district competition.

Rico Ancheta, also from Rogers High, was 
named the SPSL Boys Basketball Coach 
of the Year. The boys team fi nished sixth 
in the SPSL tournament and also advanced 
to the district tournament.

“My congratulations to our three coaches 
who were selected by their peers for these 

awards,” said Rick Wells, director of ath-
letics, health, and fi tness. “They demon-
strate leadership not only in the perfor-
mance arena, but also in their community 
and personal lives.”

Other notable winter sports and activities 
highlights include:

• The Rogers High School girls bowling 
team, coached by Justin Wisness, was 
named Academic State Champion, the 
highest academic honor in the state. 
The team had a combined 3.396 grade 
point average.

• Puyallup High School won the SPSL 
winter sportsmanship award. “We are 
very proud of this accomplishment,” 
said Principal Jason Smith. “This 
is a huge victory for the kids at our 
school.”

• The Emerald Ridge High girls 
wrestling team won the Region III 
championship and placed 15th at the 
Mat Classic state championship out of 
88 teams. Junior Kaylee Carr fi nished 
in third place at the state tournament in 
her weight class. 

• After winning the SPSL South 
tournament championship, the Rogers 
High wrestling team, led by coach 
Dave Johnston, placed second at the 
regional tournament and took fi fth 
place in state. Puyallup High junior 
Danny Espinoza placed fi fth in state 
for boys wrestling in his weight class.

• Puyallup High School girls basketball 
player Lauren Picha, a senior, and 
the Vikings boys basketball player 
Killian Larson, also in twelfth grade, 
were named the South Puget Sound 
League’s “Most Valuable Player.”

• The Emerald Ridge High dance team 
earned an “Exceptional Rating” in the 
pom category at the 2009 State Dance 
& Drill Championship.

School offi cials continue to welcome 
comments this month on the district’s 
2009-10 draft spending plan, which re-
fl ects a proposed $15.7 million of savings 
to achieve a balanced budget.

The cost-saving strategies, which are out-
lined in a budget overview posted on the 
school district Web site, refl ect a reduc-
tion of staff positions 
and support services, 
modifi cation or elimi-
nation of some existing 
programs, and realloca-
tion of staff resources 
throughout the district.

The district won’t know 
specifi cally what it will 
need to reduce until it 
knows the types and 
amounts of state rev-
enue that it will receive 
next year. Financial 
information from the 
state Legislature will be 
analyzed for its impacts 
on the district’s budget.

By modifying some 
existing programs, the 
district avoids having to eliminate those 
offerings, said Deputy Superintendent 
Debra Aungst.

The draft budget proposes replacing 
seventh- and eighth-grade interscholastic 
sports, for example, with an intramu-
ral program. It also outlines a plan for 
restructuring programs for highly capable 
students and providing fi fth- and sixth-
grade instrumental music before school at 

2009-10 draft budget proposes $15.7 million in savings
neighboring junior high schools.

“This proposed budget continues our 
progress toward improved student 
achievement despite the challenge of bud-
get reductions,” Aungst said.

Aungst unveiled the draft budget plan 
last month during a series of community 

and staff budget 
feedback forums. 
Frequently asked 
questions raised 
during those 
forums are posted 
with answers on 
the district Web 
site at www.puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us. At 
the top right side 
of the Home page, 
visit the “2009-10 
Budget” box.

The community 
also may e-mail 
comments about 
the draft budget by 
visiting the same 
budget box on the 
Web site and click-

ing the “Provide feedback” link.

Comments will be considered as Superin-
tendent Tony Apostle prepares his recom-
mended budget. That budget is expected 
to be released to the school board and the 
public later this month.

The fi rst public hearing on the recom-
mended budget is scheduled for June 8. A 
second public hearing and fi nal adoption 

is scheduled for August 10.

Increased state expenses and decreased 
revenue have created a grim budget out-
look for school districts statewide, which 
rely heavily on state funding. Nearly 
three-quarters of the Puyallup School Dis-
trict budget is funded by the state.

“There is a crisis in K-12 state funding, 
and all Washington schools face the same 
challenges,” Aungst said. “Still, the deci-
sions are very diffi cult and very painful.”

The state’s projected defi cit for the 2009-
2011 biennium has climbed to more than 
$9 billion. These fi nancial woes, coupled 
with an anticipated enrollment decline of 
150 students next year and rising costs, 

equate to the projected multimillion dollar 
shortfall in the Puyallup School District.

School offi cials took a three-tiered 
approach when developing the list of 
potential savings in the draft budget: 
Step 1, carry over money from savings 
made during this school year’s budget; 
Step 2, make reductions or modifi cations 
in support services such as administra-
tion, transportation, custodial, athletics, 
subsidized programs, library services, 
and teacher training; and, as a last resort, 
Step 3, reduce basic education classroom 
teachers and assistant principals.

“Despite these challenges, we are staying 
the course for long-term student achieve-
ment and fi nancial stability,” Aungst said.

Deputy Superintendent Debra Aungst outlines the 2009-10 draft 
budget last month at one of four community budget forums.

Hearing set June 10 
on possible Hilltop 
Elementary closure
A public hearing on the potential 
closure of Hilltop Elementary School 
will be held on June 10 with a fi nal 
decision scheduled to be made at the 
July 13, 2009 school board meeting. 
The hearing will be held from 6-8 p.m. 
at Edgemont Junior High, 2300 110th 
Ave. E. in Edgewood. Consolidating 
Hilltop Elementary with Northwood 
and Mt. View elementary schools 
would save the district nearly $350,000 
annually and is included in the $15.7 
million of savings proposed in the draft 
budget.



Student art wins top prizes in annual Dan Vesey exhibit
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minor in music performance.

School Board President Greg Heath 
awarded Stambaugh a star-shaped trophy 
etched with a daffodil, her 2009 Daffodil 
Festival Queen title, and a message rec-
ognizing her for “excellence, leadership, 
dedication, and commitment.”

Superintendent Tony Apostle presented 
Lowney with a plaque to hang in the 
school with the same inscription and 
Lowney’s name as this year’s principal.

At the conclusion of the assembly, 
Stambaugh showed her Jaguar pride 
by playing mallet percussion with the 
school’s jazz band.

School and community involvement

Stambaugh’s selection as Daffodil Festival 
Queen is part of a string of awards and 
recognitions the teen has received during her 
school years in Puyallup. It also is the culmi-
nation of years of service to her community.

The senior maintains a 3.99 grade point 
average this year with a course load that 
includes Advanced Placement calculus 
and music theory, as well as American 
Sign Language 3, digital photography 1, 
jazz band, wind ensemble, and leadership.

Stambaugh also is involved in the Ameri-
can Sign Language club on campus and is 
in her third year of studying the language.

She is the senior class president, is captain of 

the cheerleading team, won the coach’s award 
for cheer this year, and is a student represen-
tative on the board of directors for Communi-
ties In Schools (CIS) of Puyallup.

CIS selected her as its Student Citizen of 
the Year last year for her role on the board 
and especially for her help in coordinat-
ing March Gladness, an annual program 
that encourages community service at all 
schools in the Puyallup School District 
throughout the month of March.

Her service to the community also includes 

participating in the local AIDS 
Walk and Relay for Life, as well 
as helping display American 
fl ags each year on Veterans Day 
through the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars post in Spanaway.

The teen has earned two varsity 
letters in community service 
through the United Way of Pierce 
County.

In tenth grade, Stambaugh served 
as a page in the House of Repre-
sentatives for former Rep. Joyce 
McDonald. The following year, 
she was selected as a Masonic 
Lodge Junior Achievement Award 
winner, a Girl’s State Governor, 
and the American Association of 
University Women math award 
recipient.

Having started band in fi fth 
grade at Shaw Road Elementary, 
Stambaugh continued to pursue 
percussion, including drumming 
and mallets, at Ferrucci Junior 
High and Emerald Ridge High 
schools.

She placed fi rst in mallet percussion last 
month at the state solo contest held at Cen-
tral Washington University. Her fi rst-place 
fi nish follows a third-place state fi nish in 
her junior year and fourth place in Wash-
ington in tenth grade. Stambaugh teaches 
percussion lessons outside of school to 
elementary- and junior high-age students.

“Truly the Emerald Ridge High staff has 
been a huge part of my success,” she said. 

When not at school or at offi cial Daffodil 

Festival functions, Stambaugh said she 
enjoys reading, listening to music, and 
spending time with her family — mother, 
Tina, father, Don, and sister, Kristina, a 
senior at Western Washington University.

“This whole experience with the Daffodil 
Festival makes you feel a part of some-
thing so big — something that has really 
touched the community,” she said.

Stambaugh said she is especially grateful 
to the many volunteers who “passionately 
work” to organize the annual festival and 
support the princesses both during the pro-
cess and with college scholarships.

“I am so thankful to the Daffodil Festival 
for providing this opportunity to represent 
my school and my community.”

A watercolor winter landscape and a 
ceramic mask that blends Native American 
and Mayan cultures have won top honors 
in the 2009 Dan Vesey Art Exhibit.

More than 100 students, teachers, family 
members, and friends fi lled the Karshner 
Museum on March 26 for the annual Dan 
Vesey artist reception and awards program.

The event recognized 95 student artists in 
kindergarten through grade 12 whose work
was selected to hang in the gallery from a 
pool of more than 250 entries. This year’s 
gallery featured student work from 10 
elementary schools, three junior highs, and 
three high schools.

In addition to announcing the judges’ top 
pick in the two-dimensional and three-di-
mensional categories, the evening recep-
tion revealed the winners of the Super-
intendent’s Choice and Juror’s Choice 
awards, as well as 18 honorable mentions.

Top winners received cash awards between 
$25 and $100 from co-sponsor Valley Arts 
United, and each student artist received 
a certifi cate of recognition. Artwork is 
judged based on creativity and originality, 
as well as overall quality, said Walker High 
School teacher Lynda Belt, who helped 
organize the event.

The Dan Vesey Art Show and awards are 
presented each year in honor of the late 
Dan Vesey, a local artist who taught art 
in the district for 30 years. Belt shared 
about Vesey and then added that the 
exhibit also is in memory of Rogers High 
School art teacher Debbie Munson, who 
died in fall 2007.

Three-dimensional art

The fi rst place winner in the three-dimen-
sional art category is Geovanni Moreno, a 
senior at Rogers High School and a fi rst-year 
art student in Cindy Tate’s ceramics class. 

His winning ceramic mask is the result of a 

class assignment 
in which students 
were asked to 
create a ceramic 
mask, shoe, or hat.

Moreno re-
searched masks 
both in books and 
on the Internet 
before fi nding 
an image that 

sparked his interest. He then altered the 
design to make it original. The end result 
is a mask that is refl ective of both Native 
American and Mayan cultures, he said, 
and celebrates his family’s cultural back-
ground. “I like how it mixes the Native 
American infl uence found in Washington 
state with my Mexican heritage,” he said.

Two-dimensional art

Colin Gorenstein, a senior at Rogers High 
School, is this year’s two-dimensional
art winner. His work stemmed from an 
assignment in Sue 
Cole’s Painting 1 
class to produce a 
landscape.

“I found the 
inspiration for my 
piece by looking at 
photography pieces 
online and thought 
this was appropri-
ate considering the 
assignment was 
given during the 
winter,” Gorenstein said. He altered the 
scene to make it his own creation, picking 
up his paintbrush without even a sketch in 
hand. “I just started painting, and it came 
to me as I went,” he said.

Gorenstein used a starter set of watercol-
ors to paint all but the speckled snow and 
applied heavy pigment to make the colors 
denser than found in traditional watercolor 
paintings.

Superintendent’s Choice lection of mugs made as part of the state’s 
new Classroom-Based Performance As-
sessment for the arts.

The assessment, much like the Washington 
Assessment of Student Learning, measures 
a student’s understanding of a subject.

This year’s assignment was to create a 
ceramic mug in the shape of a zoo animal 
that is both functional and decorative. The 
mug handle needed to be inclusive of the 
animal’s overall shape, and the fi nished 
product needed to include sculptural relief 
and two or more decorative textures.

More than one dozen colorful mugs of 
zebras, monkeys, bears, and elephants 
fi lled a glass 
display case at 
the entrance to 
this year’s Dan 
Vesey show. Two 
in particular won 
judges’ hearts in 
the Juror’s Choice category.

Rogers High School students Chelsie 
Custard and Kelsi Blalock, both students 
in Cindy Tate’s ceramics class, received 
the special award.

Custard won for her pink and white striped 
fl amingo mug, in which the animal’s head 

wound around the 
handle. Blalock 
received commen-
dation for her mug 
of a giraffe with 
a long neck that 
circled around the 
brown and white 

spotted mug and extended down the handle.

For a complete list of all second- and 
third-place winners and honorable men-
tions, as well as photos of the winners, 
visit the school district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page 
under District Headlines, click More 
District News.

Daffodil Queen
continued from page 5

First runner-up
Robyn Olson
Puyallup High

Princess
Jin Stedge
Rogers High

Emerald Ridge High student Melanie 
Stambaugh, the 2009 Daffodil Queen, sits 
atop the Daffodil Festival parade fl oat as it 
makes its way through downtown Puyallup.

Joey Householder, a senior at Rogers 
High School, is the winner of this year’s 
Superintendent’s Choice award.

This is the second top honor this year for 
Householder, whose kinetic metal sculp-
ture has also been selected as one of two 
student art pieces to be displayed in the 
Arts Downtown outdoor art exhibit.

His sculpture of a dog sniffi ng a daffodil 
is made from old car engine parts, includ-

ing valve springs, 
valve lifters, rocker 
arms, timing gears, 
spark plugs, and 
engine chain. The 
tail moves, and the 
dog itself rotates on 
a swivel base.

The art was 
scheduled to be 
installed last month 
just outside of the 
downtown school 

district administrative offi ces and will re-
main there through early next April. More 
information about Householder and his 
winning project, including photos, will be 
in the June issue of Connections.

Juror’s Choice

For the fi rst time this year, Rogers High 
School ceramics students entered a col-


